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A COMPARISON OF AMERICAN AND JAPANESE
ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

BY

KAREN BENEDICT

I would like to begin this article with my thanks to Hokkaido Univeristy for giving me
the opportunity to work in the Central Library. It was a wonderful experience, and I am
grateful to all of my colleagues for their kindness and helpfulness to me. In my many months
of employment I was able to observe the Japanese university library system at Hokudai and to
compare it to the academic libraries I am familiar with in the United States. The following
are my observations and my comparisons of our two countries’ academic library systems.

In the United States the university library has a role of paramount importance to its insti-
tution. The library is central to, it is at the core of, the university’s operations. One import-
ant aspect by which the quality of a university is judged is by the size and the quality of its
library holdings. Both professors and students rely upon the library to provide them with the
information necessary for them to fulfill their duties and responsibilities. Professors and stu-
dents must make constant use of their university library. Students must use the library to
study, and to prepare papers and assignments for their classes. Professors depend upon the
library for the materials necessary for them to teach, conduct research, and prepare books
and articles for publication.

The organization and structure of the typical American university library system is both
similar to and different from that I have seen in Japan. It is similar to the system at Hokkadio
University in that there is a central library and there are also departmental libraries for the
various disciplines; however, it is different in that these departmental libraries are not inde-
pendent. They are under the same administration as the main library and their cataloging is
prepared for them by the same technical processing staff. All administrative decisions are
made by the central staff for the library and the same operational rules apply to all libraries.
In other words, the central library and the departmental libraries are part of one unified system
for the university. The department library staffs serve as reference librarians and have spe-
cialized knowledge of the reference materials and the literature in their field. The reference
responsibilities of the main library and departmental libraries are most important. It is felt
throughout the university that providing reference services for the users is the primary task
of the library staff. So, librarians devote themselves to providing the most accurate and com-
plete description of and access to the books and materials in the library. This role makes the
librarian important and respected member of the university community.

In American academic libraries the central card catalog, which is housed in the main
library, provides information on all of the holdings in the entire library system. Because
students and faculty in the United States rely far more upon the unversity library for their
daily business than do their counterparts in Japan. Their use of library materials is facilitated,
made easier, by the librarians by the type and quality of the cataloging prepared for each book
in the collection. All academic libraries in the United States provide access to their holdings
through author, title, and subject cataloging. Author and title cataloging are the basic tools
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supplied for the user to locate the books wanted, but the most sophisticated and useful type
of cataloging for a research library is subject cataloging. Subject cataloging is essential to enable
the user to locate all the possible sources of information on a given topic that can be found
in the library’s collection. It is impossible to imagine doing intensive research on a subject
without having subject access to the books and materials.

I was surprised to find that the Central Library of Hokkaido University now supplies
only main entry or author cataloging for its collection. This policy of only main entry catalog-
ing greatly limits the usefulness of the library for the average user ; if the user does not know
the author’s name the book cannot be located in the catalog and will not likely be found by
the user. I think that greater use of the library would be encouraged by providing more
convenient access to the collection for the faculty and students. It is, of course, less time
consuming and therefore less expensive to only catalog by main entry. I can imagine an
argument being made that the Dewey Decimal System of classification arranges the books on
the shelves according to their topic, and so the user may browse the shelves to find books
on the subject for which he is searching. The flaw in this argument is that books are classified
for shelving only by a single topic. Thus if a book deals with many different subjects it will
be found on the shelf only under one of them—unless the library decides to purchase many
copies of the book to file under each subject. Therefore, subject cataloging is needed to pro-
vide access to a book on all of its major themes. Only by subject cataloging will users have
the fullest access possible to the information found in the library’s collection.

In America the rules governing the use of the library apply to all members of the uni-
versity community ; faculty and students alike. Every book purchased by the library must
be cataloged and the cataloging information filed in the central card catalog before the book
is made available to any user. Professors at American universities do not have the right, as
they do in Japan, to keep books in their offices for indefinite periods of time. Faculty do
have special status and they may borrow books for a longer period of time than students
may, but they must return books to the library if another user has need for the books. The
philosophy of the American university library is democratic, all of the legitimate users of the
library (faculty, students, and staff) are entitled to the same free access to the books and other
materials in the collection, and they must all obey the same rules governing their use. Anyone
breaking the rules will be punished by fines or by restriction of their library privileges.

Academic libraries in the United States now stress the use of automation to perform basic
library functions. Most academic libraries have automated circulation procedures. Automation
of circulation provides in-depth and rapid control of the current location of all books in the
library’s collection. The computer makes it relatively simple for librarians to keep track of
the books which are in circulation so that they can assist patrons in locating needed materials.
In the United States there is also an emphasis on using the computer for shared cataloging
through such operations as OCLC and RLIN; and on providing bibliographic information for
users through the many available commercial data bases.

Librarians in America believe in inter-institutional cooperation. The adoption of shared
cataloging, the production of the National Union Catalog, and the establishment of an inter-
library loan system are three examples of the types of cooperation being attempted in the
United States. The belief that the needs of the user transcend those of the particular institu-
tion have led to this concept of cooperation. It has also fostered the belief that the interests
and needs of all librarians are closely connected. In the United States there are more oppor-
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tunities, through professional organizations like the American Library Association (ALA) and
the American Society for Information Scientists (ASIS), for librarians to meet and to discuss
their mutual interests. The professional organizations provide for the continuing education of
librarians. They provide a forum for the solution of common problems. They encourage
institutions and individuals to work together. I may be misinterpreting the situation in Japan
because of my inability to speak Japanese, but it seems to me that this spirit of coopreation
is not strong among Japanese academic libraries. So, I would like to conclude this article
with a paraphrase of Dr. Clark’s famous exhortation to the students of Hokkaido University,
“Librarians be ambitious!” Strive to improve the quality of the services provided for users.
Strive to instill in one another a sense of the importance of your work to the field of education.
Strive to work together, to cooperate in the solution of common problems. Strive for interna-
tional cooperation. Your American colleagues have similar difficultues and can benefit from
your experience. If librarians strive to work with one another nationally and internationally
we will all be enriched by the shared knowledge.
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gl aleulli-ege-
TR &8

1111w

BHSTEE 2E#FRAAIENEBARCHALCKE

1. The Epstein Collection on the Foreign Relations of the Soviet Union.

(Y EONABRET A =72 24 vOKE)

=7 a2 #4 v (Fritz T. Epstein) |3 1898 4Eic. ¥ 4 ¥ THQh, 1) v RETHELS
Teolcth, V4, 72 ) HTEREFEED 999 FERCEE LI, » ¥ 7R (16 i
BERTBEABOTRL L), sE 1917~20 £ #EEER ¥ T4, 1939~41 FOH v
BItROBFE/R L), B GUHBEMRIMAER, »v7, YE= PREXMARRLY) Tl
TREREBRLZELL, FOREERIL, 25 LEEMOBALERBLTV%, AR
X, (1) 1900 ELIE IR S h e ERKEREIC X 5 N4 Y OXREKBURBIR O 3Lk #9 1,700
B, L b 1945 E£LRNC Tl M4 YEIRAE S ERETH 5, (2) FRAKBBICHIK
Shice v 7EDOARHBIRDOCEK 600 &, #HT 0 1930 FF Ticifer ¥ 7FE XK
EF¥hs, VEOMIFTHRINLLDONREL, KERIHADOKEMHTA - T 7El,

BHMSTEE HIKEBARTHBALCRE

1. Zeitschrift fiir philosophie und Philosophische Kritik. vormals Fichte-Ulricische
Zeitschrift. (2% - # rapamMss
KA YDELESH3ET, 7 4 ©7 (Johann Gottheb Fichte) D BT, ~r=v.7
4 &7 (Immanuel Herman Fichte) iz X 2 fRE R X ORITI, 1847 FL T Y v ) FH3EFE
WEZLD, MEEI~—FYABEECHILL, 54 7=y YVOBFMRNLBRZ L D, ~—
FAD—TLRE~NV AN P OEAEREORAMPERTHERFHEHRIRETH -7

(653)



10.

11.

12.

. 60 9

M BFXFRMER O FEEREA D LA, O NEBEMFEASL [461, @ F
B XFERREAT2 S 78, @ HEERIREA 34 H48 1, ® KFEEMHERIEA 39 250
M, @FABHEAL H26 M HERE - 7 4 & 2 HER)

HADMC BT % (K] OEELMBRHHLORFANCER T, EELTHER
MEFRRCHT IR RBERHCR > TREFLTH 2, ThCREFLEKBERDOIZEA
ER, BAREFLOLBTLHHERERROBBCIZLDTHY, Thi7 414
e LTHITLER LR DOTH 5,
£ ¥ £31% (HAE%D

RAEFZXORBEET, BFOXESHF R JUOEMMCETIABTEZHBE LT 5,
Mitteilungen Zeitschrift fiir Kultur und Geschichte Ostasians. Universitit Hamburg,
Seminar fiir Sprache und Kultur Japans, Hamburg. (H¥#32{bif&iRE)

NY TN TRERERE, BEALE I F - AR 1873 FELIKfTbh, BERTHT LT
EIRETHDH, BB, KE, BAOHOoBARIVCAIZOBKRFERKOEYYE, RE¥
DREENRE D ZFhT5, AL, 714 2HECHTIAILBEREY LDES &
LGBV Y ¥ a4 X, NeHBEORERWREEIBEIN TS,

Stallbaum, G. Platonis Opera Omnia. (> o Z A3 Af7, 75 + v&E)

G. Stallbaum #F7 5 + vEEIEROX T, KENHMTRDFR, TFA L (FV
VTERM), TEFANIVT 4 —TLioTWD,

B B OEAR (HEmE

FTTRHAFTLTRE THVWE] LBVEVESFER, FAZEZNCE THALER
THIERBDILKREMORED HHE. TEEA=ZCR, RbeADARE], 330
mj, Ty vy viorich] FOREE, AFATIFEOLERLZRLE %, BB
MOREN ¥ 2 x o 5HE—, R, KER=E, RHALANRELBERL W5,
HERR EXE 3 PR 35~40 F

XMEACKT 2EEBROUFARL R TEANOEE, BIVThbXT5HR5E,
g, BEHE, BEIBFTOERBRERLLTH S,

Victrian Philanthropy Social Problem. Ser. 1. pt. 1-3. (H#& - LW B EEVERHER)

BLE; v 7y~ —he, ARYRESLORER, H2W, H35M; ARER
HE M
EREEHET £9% HFHERrvz-—- KEEZEHLE) 1982

AREFHFROHED I XA TERACEEBMELBROZTEL LTHE —KROEHT
%5,

Bulletin des Arrets de la Cour de Cassation Rendus en Matiére Criminelle. 1798-1946.
(BB BE T I BIE)

HIFE BT BHE— D NFEHGIE T, BEREHRO 5 BHEERAET CENOEHY L
THHVMEOEE LI OXTEFN LTEHETWB EIRT W5, £, BENIERFT
BEIh, FFEBCELES (=2 29) BfFEh, 5IHOEEEZR > T\ 5,

Bank of England. Quarterly Bulletin. (£ v 7’5 v FE{THER)

A4 F ) AOFRBITORT T H5FkR, WE X OHE
Bibliothek des Deutschen Museums Miinchen. Alphabetischer Katalog. (Microfiche-
Ausgabe) (I = v~V FAVEWHEBREER (417207 4 v ¥ aR)

(654)



10

13..
. Vol. 3-15. Le socialiste (1885-1913), Vol. 16. Le bulletin le socialiste (1913-23).

14.

15.

16.

S

FA YRS ERDLT, K EBIhBELENE, SMESH¥ENOE CHEEE
B S RSO T B, I A 4 b A2 15 #1225 1976 £ % TIOHIR S hic#
BT, FAVEWENIBLENG 1BLFEIFETBEALILLIOTH S,

La mémoire du mouvement ouvrier. (% E:E & DL &) Vol. 1-2. L’egalité (1877-85),

19 R0 0 20 it it AT T, KREREEBNL LK, 77 Vv ADIAV 7 AEHR
ZOBBEKDO=2L 7V a v,
Der Wiederaufbau in Europa. Sondernummer 1-12. Des “Manchester Guardian Com-
mercial” 2 Bde. (2 —r y SDFHH)

H—RREHED 2 —r y COZEEBFRMBECHETIEE~ v F 2 AZ— - F—F4 7
VERDOFEE S D F A Y EER,
MMAEEHBEIRER £ 14%, 1%, BAK

SRLEE, S5M, WERE, BZE, B, ¥H, XBEFOUEEHNLILD,
LREROEEHMELV-X £28%

VbW B E#EERT TR, REETIEBRCELR TV 2BEEHEELER L
) —RXT, REBRRLDDOTH %,

BMSTEE FRLENEBARCEBALLKE

Censarship in Tsarist Russia. IDC. Microfish 59 Titles ((fFErm >~ 7 OBRMEIEY =2 v
7 a V)

NA =vyYHrt T 7ORMEBDRBIOFEBORES HESE (1703~1903), M. K.
vay =25 Ao & 1826~1855 32| M9 fiAf = o 7HREE : [XFEHIR,
FDRIFT AN (1859 ) % 4 17, 18 thigh b 20 i MBI E % ¥ THICR LBRE OB Lo
olc=2 74 2HEBEMERO r v 7ORMIBT2EEFETHD, 20O Rr 7
BHESREC L > TEEIhHERY BRI EDBR LTV 5,

ViHxeHepHblil rpya. 1924-1935rr  (HBi#ff5% &), 1924~1935 4£)

VERGBEETRFBRIOEMEAGESSOBBREL LT1924E0 5 1935 £ %
TRITINILDOTH S, EMFEBBEORE, FH@EMHF, ABHMELRECONTHREM
FORI « J|EVBE D, 1930 FROBERNRESCAVFTEERIDOTH B, OO
EihiE, HEEOHE, BEHR, REMEOBLEMMAICEL - TR VER & W
Z B
BEEHYR HEHEATERREE)

BB DEEBBOHREBLILETAHICODB I b - EBuagoFMcAERER
Heilbron’s Dictionary of Organic Compounds. 5th ed. 7 vols. (~4 A 7 r vEELE
%kﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ7ﬁ)

BERLEHCOVWTOFE, BE AT IREDOHER b OERNHENID
B, Flava7 tRELEDHLATED, HRECELTE > TEVHL,

LAFILE - TAOFREAFHE vA v ¥F-REEREM BEEE

HRORES, BEE, ENBEELCHEEINIBEEHNERTH Y, ENMEETHS
TEREIETHR, BARENRI, EY, WEY, ENLRIEITTFO8 A0EMRC
o THELRERB bhhEZ - BRcCEELH LTV 5,

(655)



No. 60

6.

— e e e
A Do S

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

© PN e oW

MME LR CEBBRE : FEA 45 F5E)

11

HAEROHMPBIETH D 2 2 WP, KREEMCBREZEIREIEIN, TOEML, #*

AEIhTwity, AL,

COEMIBEBRIDDTHINORMREXDILELRDD LS

2T, BABMBELNENBRC IS 22 FHBEDOBEL LT > LBREORRLLR LD O

Thb,
Der Deutschunterricht.

(KA YEHH)

BHO FA YERIO N YEHBFBETS, T ChHERLT, WL - RELLE

BIFEEE - BFEMMBEM LT3,
NHOEKROSHHAE LRI ZB/E LTS,
Book Catalogue of the Library of the Royal Society.

H & w5 %) —HEELBRPTREEL SO B & —

5 vols.

FAYBERBIO NS YEHEB B L TREVIZE

M F¥) AEUBRIEE

1 ¥ ) AELHE (1660 FAIFH) 3, ERHROEL - HELOIBRLIHEVWDLOTH Y,
=a—bY, F=U 4 VEPREFFOFELHELT, BT -BEO#E¥%X) - FLT
W5, AHERZHERIChbIc VBELTEXCKREOHEHAE REBEYEZEL) 02

hEr 7R, ZFFECIDFEOER CRBDTHIT IR,

FAXEFAZRXFITHEESEBA—RK (1982
" £ £

American Historical Review. (+ Letters)
Beilstein Handbuch der Organischen Chemie.
Biological Abstracts.
Biological Abstracts. Cumulative Index.
Current Contents, Social Behavioral Science.
Eiszetalter und Gegenwalt. DDR
European Journal Operational Research.
Gesetzblatt der DDR. Teil. L. IL

Gmelin Handbuch der Anorganischen Chemie.

(by Air Cargo)

Journal of Applied Physiology.
London Bibliography of the Social Sciences.
Psychopharmacologia.

Research Quarterly.

. Synthese; An International Journal Epistemology and Physilosophy

of Science.

AIIE : Transactions. Transactions of American Institute of
Industrial Engineers.

United Nations, Publications.

Current Digest of the Soviet Press.

Archiv fiir Hydrobiologie.

Landolt-Bornstein.

FREBTZE A &

E K B8 &
MR X #
72 % R

BRI - KEFT
EFE - KEFR

MR X #E A
MR X #
MR R E
MR X #E
B ¥
MR X B
MR X E
MR X E
MoE X E

MR X

MR X E
MoE X E
MoE R E M
K OE F M
fih 4 BE %E PT
MR X O#E M

o) ZHRAER EAHAER) @, PEARFBNEBCHREZERES L ODRAFRTL L2,

(656)



12

*EHEE

FFPEEEEY

(*

%)

om F# R
BOMREE (363)

oR
I
Ok
=}

B E

*

= WM W

9

o I ARSHFA
KRR« BEARR @)
KEFHNE (FRMAT > 5 -)

O ERBHABIR AR

4N
H

OABER O

73
Fia

®OE
"

OF¥ESER

m OB ® -
OHI¥BSREE

e B B
EREZER

O AE

MM GE R B M OB W S B

of W

BN B M | D E R

2
& | KB

(ﬁ+ﬁﬁ&%(l#%%ﬁﬁ%$(I#%%%EE%(&ﬁ#%%%m&%(&%%%
HE i (BFFE), 8GR Ord), wEg (BX8) (7477 <y HE)
BERH—Z OFESIT—(LBERTE 2 v 7 2PRSH) (BIXERE)

YR (SIMHRAESH)

FEBRERE s (R4

FBOfEH —&Dx 7= 2 70— HEEAERBATE)

)

Plant Cold Hardiness and Freezing Stress —Mechanisms and Crop Implica-

tions— Volume 2 [Academic Press]

(BEEMEUR)

(LFHEE)

(&
(&
(k&
6::1
6::1
#

&

58. 4. 1

B R R
£ R
S #H B
¥ W O #H 8
# B

¥ B &R

Bl AR

(BT B 78 BT B £ 4%)
(R ¥RATHE
(5 THTe £ v % — %)

58. 3.31 (F¥ER)

58. 4. 1

”

”

”

”

”
s

”

”

7

EHRR (HLRABHESEHRNRER)

PSR R (MRS R R )

EHRSTHH (TrMEmREE)

HRERFMEREHENERSZHE (IEREMHHRER)

EFRWLERFMERBHEERAR (IERMER)
B ERBE B ERR AR A (B RSHH)

(657)

[



No. 60

B OB K EERZIAM KEREESEMIRGE) 58 5 1
feak o F  HHEERSENEH UK ”
B oK B x v B S (BRRERE) ”
HOAR B EEREEH GIERSERHER) ”
N TETF v BERSMEEEE ( s ) ”
B K gl BIEGRMEE EERZTAH) ”
NN I U ) v BEFREHR (» BEH) ”
O R F ¥ERNES CIERARS HEEH) ”
% B micF BN o (ECERSESHEEH) ”
B B — I¥NEHEEREREH ( 2 AHE ”
Off R
OB OE 7 OR®E R R B M 58 117
e B E F EERAESMEEE 58 3.1
M H & F B % R BB #5841
BB R 5 MERSES NS ”
K B B L ” ”
oF- -4
Bo® B o7 (B E R % EH 571130
= B (& ® K K 57121
ERE B ¥ CEERAESMEREA) 58 1.31

& B AfE (IERAESMEMES) 58 2.28
fr A @mXF G K R B B #) 58 3.31
oM X o HERSESEHESR ”

tEEAEWEREER [RE] (E%60%T)

1983458108 %17 RTTA F 1 S—

MEFRA  EEREEF (K) B)IHER - ZREEFE - BRRA - RE 2 B 2 - ZRBHX
HAgk - BERT - ERWER -2 B - FHUM - B BR-ER &

& 7B dlEAFEHBRESE AWRTEXIE8&TSTH R % T11-2111 (2967)

BRI BT 3 % E O ORI BT ALBRTHPRRIEIEWTTE EHER 231-5560-5561

(658)



