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‘Now is the accepted time to make your regular annual good
resolutions. Next week you can begin paving hell with them as
Reference usual.’
Nothing seems to have changed much since Mark Twain wrote those
words on 1 January 1863. Often, such resolutions simply amount to the aj
too common wish expressed by the essayist Charles Lamb: ‘This very
night | am going to leave off tobacco! Surely there must be some other
world in which this unconquerable purpose shall be realized’. But this
January, a wider selection of quotations describing Outlooks on Life has
been added to Oxford Essential Quotations.
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India

[Arabic, al-Hind] The earliest Arab incursions into ingia were in Sind in the early 5th cenfury. Under the early
Abbasids, mainly through the patronage of the Barmakid family, Indian sciences were translated from Sanskrit into
Arabic. The rise of the Ghaznavid dynasty facilitated major incursions info /ndia, asting some two centuries. It was
with the Ghaznavid sultan Mahmud (r. 998-1030) that the incursions penetrated as far as westem Indis, into
southern Kashmir, and even to Benares. However, since there were no permanent occupations of these temitories,

there was littie cultural or the
the Ghaznavid incursions was gold and slaves rather than ion to Islam_ U

and Indians. The chief motive for
rted Hindu troops were used

by the Ghaznavid sultans against their own subjects and to offset the Turks® position in the military. Ghaznavid Indis
remained in the territory of Sind and the Punjab. The most important Muslim scholar of Indian civilization at the time

Afoc ik,

was al- *Biruni (d. 1048), who leamed Sanskpiand audharad auadds Lol L L
Ghaznavids, the Ghurids {11th—13th centurig
and later Bihar and paris of Bengal. The ind4
Mughal empire) was founded by Qutb al-Din
first Izlamic woman sovereign), who defende]
Maongols, consolidated his power among his
elite of the sultanate of Delhi was largely ma

hall d by free immig . including no

In 1241, after subjugating the trans-Indus ter
With the outbreak of the Mongol civil war (12
sultanate. In 1290 the Mamluk sultans of Del
Turkish exiraction, who undermined the trad
penetrated beyond the Punjab; plunder and

Mongol enslaughis on the northwestern fron
who ascended the throne only to be overthrg
exiraction and the founder of the Tughlugids)
Tughlugids therefore relied on and supporieq

1414 they were succeeded by the Sayyids ({ Medieval fortwalls, Chittaurgarh, Rajasthan, India. © 2009 Brian A. Vikander
reign ended with the founding of the Mughal
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William Shakespeare
(1564—1616) playwright and poet
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*ﬁ%% L;j t L,-C L \é*#i 0) was baptized in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon, on 26 April 1564. His birth is traditionally celebrated on 23 April, also known to
have been the date of his death. He was the eldest son of John Shakespeare, a glover and dealer in other commodities who played a
* ‘bi‘miﬁ . EIE% 0) %ﬁ% E,\de: prominent part in local affairs. John had married ¢.1557 Mary Arden, who came from a family of higher social standing. It is probable that
== —_ S William was educated atthe local grammar school. Records indicate thatin 1582 he married Anne Hathaway of Shottery, eight years his

,I ﬁ $&€ %u 6 — t b\ —G %ij— o) senior. A daughter, Susanna, was baptized on 26 May 1583, and twins, Hamnet and Judith, on 2 February 1585. According to Aubrey, ‘he

had been in his younger yeares as Schoolmaster in the Countrey.’

The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature
(3ed.)

Edited by Margaret Drabble, Jenny Stringer, Daniel Hahn

Mothing is known of his beginnings as a writer, nor when or in what capacity he entered the thea
15892, in the pamphlet Greenes Groats-Worth of Witte; its mention of ‘an upstart Crow’ who 'supg

. ~ ~ - . N N N N Publisher: Oxferd University Press Print Publication Date: 2007
Ove rV|eW Page?b\ b IJ //‘ 7% From: Shakespeare, William in The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature » T FEL SRR (TE . U
© Current Online Version: 2012 eISBN: 9780191727082
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Shakespeare, William
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Shakespeare, William l1554_1 61 5:. was baptized in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon, on 26 April 1564. His birth is traditionally celebrated on 23
~ \y b§§f~ L) i-d— ) April, also known to have been the date of his death. He was the eldest son of John Shakespeare, a glover and
- £/d o in The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature (3 ed.) dealer in other commodities who played a prominent part in local affairs. John had married . 1557 Mary Arden, who

Length: 1443 words «came from a family of higher social standing. It is probable that William was educated at the local grammar school

Records indicate that in 1582 he maried Anne Hathaway of Shottery, eight years his senior. A daughter, Susanna,
was baptized on 26 May 1583, and twins, Hamnet and Judith, on 2 February 1585. According to Aubrey, ‘he had

Shakespeare, William [1554—1 61 5} been in his younger yeares as Schoolmaster in the Countrey.”

in The Oxford CDI’T‘IpEr‘IiDI’] to Theatre and Performance (1 Ed.} Nathing is known of his beginnings as a writer. nor when or in what capacity he entered the theatre. The first printed
. allusion to him is fram 1592, in the pamphlet Greenes Groats-Worth of Witte: its mention of 'an upstart Crow' who
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English Dictionaries

Timeline: First 10 billion years

Years: c. 13.7 billion years ago-c. 3
billion years ago (non-classical to 500 CE)
Publisher: HistoryWorld

Current online version: 2012 elSBM: 9780191735325

Subject: History, Ancient history

Online Publication Date: 2012
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YEARS AGOD
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in A Dictionary of Space Exploration

See this event in other

Science; Physics

Hydrogen and helium nuclei form in the first three minutes
vears before they combine with electrons to form atoms 4

A Dictionary of Space Exploration (3 ed.)

E Julius Dasch

Publisher: Oxford University Press
Print ISBN-13: 9780132806314
Current Oniine Version: 2012

Print Publication Date: 2005
Published to Oxford Reference: 2006
€ISBN: 9780191728013

Big Bang

The hypothetical but widely accepted ‘explosive’ event that marked the origin of the universe as we know it. At the
time of the Big Bang, the entire universe was squeezed into an infinitely small, hot, superdense state. The Big Bang
explosion threw this compact material outwards. producing the expanding universe seen today (see reosHIFT). The
cause of the Big Bang is unknown; observations of the current rate of expansion of the universe suggest that it took
place about 13-14 billion years ago. The Big Bang theory began modem cosmology.

According to a modified version of the Big Bang theary, called the inflationary theory, the universe underwent a
rapid period of expansion shortly after the Big Bang, which accounts for its current large size and uniform nature. The
inflationary theory is supported by the most recent observations of cosmic background radiation.
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academy, noun
a place of study or training in a
special field
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Dictionaries »
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...academy accelerated learning access arrangements Access course Access Fund
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The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art Terms (2 ed.)
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Current Version: 2012
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Current Online Version: 2012
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Carneades publi t Athens, sacred to the hero Academus, north-west of the Dipylon gate. It gave-its-rame to the
Clitomachus (187) scho MR c by Plato (1) in the early 4th cent. and maintained by an unbroken line o ' ntil the 1st
gymnasium cent. BG. The school's private property was never there, but, at least during the 4th cent_a#PfRio’s nearby house.
Metrodorus(4) (of *Stratonicea) The Early Academy is the phase of doctrinal Platonism under Plato hj d. 347) and his successors
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Tullius (RE 29) Cicero (1),

Xenocrates(1) (o Chalcadon)
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Comment:

(scholarch ¢.128—¢c.110) regarded his arguments as still promoting epoche, but Metrodorus (4) of Stratonicea and
Philen (3) of Larissa (possibly the last scholarch, ¢.110-c.79) considered their intent doctrinal, albeit fallibilist, with the
‘convincing’ {pithanon) an adequate basis for both action and philosophical judgement. Cicero’s main philosophical
works reflect his allegiance to the Philonian Academy

In 87 Bc, when the Academics were refugees from Athens, Philon was openly challenged by his disciple Antiochus
(11) of Ascalon, whose 'Old Academy ' claimed to return to the doctrines of the “ancients’, meaning especially Plato
and Aristotle. Thereafter the Academy as an institution disintegrated (whether Antiochus ever became scholarch is
uncertain), although the title ‘Academic’ lived on (cf. PLUTARCH).
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Academy,

public gymnasium at Athens, sacred to the hero Academus, north-west of the Dipylon gate. It gave its name to the
school founded there by Plato (1) in the early 4th cent. and maintained by an unbroken line of successors until the 1st
cent. BC. The school's private property was never there, but, at least during the 4th cent., at Plato's nearby house.

The Early Academy is the phase of doctrinal Platonism under Plato himself (d. 347) and his successors
Speusippus, Xenocrates (1), Polemon (2), and Crates.

The ‘New Academy ' is the phase, from ¢.269 to the early or mid-1st cent. BC (its further subdivision, Sext. Emp. Pyr.
1. 220, is a later imposition), in which the school, initially under Arcesilaus (1), interpreted true Platonism as
scepticism. Dialectical criticism of doctrines, usually Stoic, was orchestrated to demonstrate akatalépsia, the
impossibility of knowledge, resulting in epoché, suspension of judgement. Carneades, its most influential head (mid
2nd cent ), was a systematic critic of all doctrines. His successors disagreed about his true intentions: Clitomachus
(scholarch ¢.128—¢.110) regarded his arguments as still promoting epoché, but Metrodorus (4) of Stratonicea and
Philon (3) of Larissa (possibly the last scholarch, ¢.110-c.79) considered their intent doctrinal, albeit fallibilist, with the
‘convincing’ (pithanon) an adequate basis for both action and philosophical judgement. Cicero’s main philosophical
works reflect his allegiance to the Philonian Acade;
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JEarly Academy is the phase of doctrinal Platonism under Plato himself (d. 347) and his successors
Lisippus, Xenocrates (1), Polemon (2), and Crates.

‘New Academy ' is the phase, from ¢.269 to the early or mid-1st cent. BC (its further subdivision, Sext. Emp. Pyr.

PO, is a later imposition), in which the school, initially under Arcesilaus (1), interpreted true Platonism as
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