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This dissertation mainly focuses on the newly initiated public housing reconstruction process in the
post-war era in Iraq, which, specifically, starts from 2003. Post-war era governments in Iraq announced
promising plans to support a large number of public housing projects to rectify the severe post-war
housing shortage. However, this ambitious process is associated with a variety of major drawbacks
and shortcomings. The decision-making process, for example, ignores the importance of developing
emergency housing plans; such oversight neglects the priority of clearing out post-war victims’ slums.
Furthermore, the economic model of newly constructed projects is inappropriate. Most importantly,
however, the reconstruction process itself is characterized by a discouraging slowness in achieving its
targets. In conclusion, it is proposed that housing projects in Iraq lack suitable models necessary to
guide their execution.

The main purpose of the dissertation is investigating, analysing and evaluating the architectural ex-

- perience of the post-war era public housing projects, and considering the social principles of Japanese
architectural planning as a guiding model. This thesis is predicated on an assertion that post-war hous-
ing planning should create and make available socially acceptable housing solutions which respect
inhabitants’ unique lifestyle demands. The present research aimed to investigate the answer to two
fundamental questions: 1) What is the Iraqi architect’ s general concept and image regarding specific
characteristics of the Iraqi home, and 2) what it is the influence of inherited social customs of living
and people’s preferences in the functional relation or space order of designed housing units.

This dissertation is structured into six chapters, as per the following outline:

Chapter One: Presents a background to the post-war housing sector in Iraq based on survey work which
includes institutional information about the housing shortage, main housing problems, governmental
housing legislation and the rate of housing production. The chapter ends with a formulation of the
dissertation objectives and hypothesis.

Chapter Two: Investigates a possible approach to overcome the difficulty of lacking a suitable model
for the reconstruction process in Iraq. An appropriate metaphor from countries or nations that faced
similar large challenges is identified. Specifically, the Japanese Architectural Planning Research (APR)
approach was adopted with a special emphasis on the social approach of Uzo Nishiyama, in particular
his emphasis on studying people’ s lifestyle. In this chapter, main definitions of the APR and its the-
matic principles are reviewed, and a Nishiyama methodology of thinking is presented; for him, public
housing layout is a matter of questioning how the image of family life is construed, and how to then
tie this image to the housing planning. He developed “how to live research” to resolve the contra-
dictions between social change and new cultures of living on the one hand, and the housing functions
as adopted in ordinary people’s homes on the other. This chapter focuses on Nishiyama' s notion of
“Kata Keikaku” (%!Ft) which is based on investigating ordinary people’ s housing, critiquing their
way of living according to new lifestyle cultures, and then formulating guiding principles for design.
This chapter also investigates the adaptation of Nishiyama’ s ideas in the work of Yasumi Yoshitake
and Shigefumi Suzuki, and the realization of his Functional Diversion Theory in 51C housing in Japan.

Chapter Three: In this chapter, the above theoretical theme of “Kata Keikaku” (RETiH) is ex-
plored further, whereby mass production of public housing is understood within the frame of housing
typification rather than standardization. The theoretical dimension of Nishiyama' s methodology is
investigated more deeply, focusing on notions of surveyism, evaluating architecture for architecture,
and the definition of planning principles. Nishiyama' s concept of type is discussed by comparing it
with the idea of type as it appears in Western literature and secondly by locating it within the concept
of social structure. The discussion ends by offering three premises: 1) Nishiyama' s type making ques-
tion has been mainly neglected in the literature of Western society. 2) Type according to Nishiyama
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is a bearer of meaning -establishing architectural definition and historical continuity, while type in
Western studies is mostly represented as a formal tool to classify the architectural products that reflect
the same formal properties and belong to a specific historical period. Finally, and most importantly,
overcoming post-war problems is found in deducing models for ways of living by valuing the ordinary
or poor people’ s way of living as sources of ideals and meanings.

Additionally, to deepen further the understanding of Nishiyama type planning, it is reconsidered
in this chapter in the light of Bertrand Russell’ s theory of type as it appears in his work The Prin-
ciples of Mathematics (1903). It is proffered that Nishiyama' s methodology to answer the question
of “what a type is” and “how to a type” are well represented within the philosophical stance of
Russell Type Theory. Type is by definition the relations between entities. Accordingly, Nishiyama
considered function as a basic entity of architecture. Most importantly, architectural design is about
distinguishing appropriate working mechanisms between these entities. The chapter ends by clarifying
research strategies for the post-war public housing experience in Iraq, which are, firstly, surveying or-
dinary people’s houses, and secondly, investigating, analysing and evaluating the overall architectural
experience of the public housing according to the influence of the post-war social changes and the
specific criteria extracted from the surveying of ordinary homes.

Chapter Four: This chapter is devoted to discussing the results of research into the living experiences
of residents in Arbitrary Houses (AH), a distinctive housing settlement phenomenon which appeared
after the war in Iraq. Through interviews and an investigation everyday life in Arbitrary Houses, it was
found that arbitrary housing represents a fertile environment for discovering ideals of Iraqi housing
design. Reflecting the particular characteristics of living patterns in this environment, we termed
this particular environment an “Ethno Typed Built Environment” (ETBE). As a basic theoretical
background, ethnomethodology was adapted, in particular using a documentary method, to analyse
scenes of life in arbitrary housing. The analysis revealed ETBE as mainly governed by deciding
principles such as religiosity, privacy, and gender separation. These social schemas characterized
residents’ modes of living and shaped the meaning and relation of the housing function.

Chapter Five: This chapter investigates the place of the social principles of design in the space
arrangement of public housing units. Space syntax theory was utilized to investigate the public housing
built in the period from 2003 to 2011. The chapter aims to evaluate family social life and movement
within these houses in the light of the spatial configurations of the traditional courtyard-bound Iraqi
house. The space arrangement was syntactically investigated; accordingly, housing units in public
housing were classified into two mean genotypes according to the plot of the inside-outside transition
and the distribution of spaces within the units. Comparisons were drawn between the arrangement
of space and the designed family movement in a traditional home, and that of public housing units,
according to the syntactical principles of permeability, scope of vision line, and space intelligibility. In
the conclusion, it is possible to argue that the typical housing unit fails in clearly separating the line of
movements of the inhabitant from that of the visitors. The natural sequences of spaces from the most
public to the most private are changed in the way that affected the social character of every function.

Chapter Six: This chapter presents the main conclusions as follows. Firstly, it is argued that the
dilemma of the post-war crisis housing needs and management demands must not be excuses for the
abstracted and unidentified public housing units. Social identity, people’ s unique ways of living and
functional differentiation must be respected even if they were typical of the poor and every-day person.
Following the Japanese model, the phenomena of arbitrary housing was analysed, with the finding that
social customs of living exert a strong influence on the ordering of the overall housing functions.
Secondly, the distribution of spaces within public housing units were analysed and evaluated. Two
main genotypes appeared within the housing units’ design. The social aspects of these genotypes
were compared with those which appear in the traditional Iraqi courtyard houses. The main conclusion
here is that the functional space in the public housing are arranged in a way that reflect an alien living
environment, and disturbs the unique housing social lifestyles as perceived by common Iraqi people,
especially those from the lower income class.Specifically, the genotypes of public housing are an
unclear mix between the regularity of the modern housing and the inherent common sense of the
desire to imitate the deformation of the court house.
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