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Land Readjustment in Socio-spatial Planning Application
to foster Community Changes
as a Poverty Mitigation Strategy.
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The need to develop strategies of urbanization able to cope with past migration tendencies
from rural areas to the city, preventing sprawl phenomena and slum district’s expansion in
Latin America, has been addressed for decades in academic and policy making scenarios,
with yet restricted concrete results. Even though an intense urbanization process has been re-
shaping countries worldwide, it was particularly speedy in Latin America between the 1950s
and the 1960s, reaching a 2.8 percent annual growth in the 1960s inducing an unbalanced
development that keeps influencing the region.

Asa consequence of the uncontrolled or substandard growth of the cities in the last century,
the proliferation of informal districts and slums have turn to be a main factor of concern
for the local governments in most of the largest cities of the world. Negative impacts on
the housing and public services’supply jeopardized the capability of cities to cope with the
demand, facilitating the conditions for the appearance of urban slum settlements located at
the peripheral areas of the largest cities of the region, sadly known by the name of cinturones
de miseria or misery belts in English. Poverty and the generation of poverty cycles have put
at risk the development and progress of thousands of families, particularly in the urban cores.
The Objective of this Doctoral Thesis is to explore the possibilities of application of Land
Réadjustment for informal districts in Colombia and its eventual impact on their communi-
ties and the society. The Thesis takes as a baseline the results obtained from the Master Thesis
which studied the possibilities of application of Land Readjustment in Colombia, as an op-

tion to redefine the core environmental and urban planning policy (ordering of the territory).



By implementing Land Readjustment the projects could contribute to improve the planning
circumstances by clarifying land tenancy titles; evaluate the use and occupation of the land
as a way to anticipate and control forthcoming developments derived from ongoing massive
transportation projects (promotion of Transport Oriented Development or TODs); encoﬁrage
the redevelopment at the city centers and selected areas, optimizing the use of the land.

At the Doctoral level, the theory was contrasted with real projects and a case study was de-
veloped for the pilot project Housing Consolidation and Environmental Recovery Program
(HCERP). To determine the impact of the pilot project the Impact Assessment Study 2008
was designed and a comparative analysis among upgrading programs was made. This anal-
ysis led to the identification of seven key components required for the design of successful
upgrading programs.

Chapter 1 defines the main characteristics of Land Readjustment, territorial ordering and
policy making strategies. Chapter 2 includes a basic literature review related to the city from
the perspective of the urban form, the social interchange and the public space as mediator.
Chapter 3 concentrates on urban poverty, slums formation, obstacles and regional challenges
for Latin America. Chapter 4 introduces the Colombian general circumstances from the point
of view of urban planning. It includes a retrospective on upgrading programs completed, plus
a presentation of the current situation and the development of a case study in the city of
Medellin, Colombia. A comparative analysis is developed in chapter 5 as a way to grasp the
output from the different projects analyzed, which serves as evidence for further discussion
and presentation of the Thesis conceptual contribution which focuses in the socio-spatial
planning approach.

Keywords: land readjustment, informal districts - slums, poverty, public space, upgrading

programs, socio-spatial planning
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