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Decoding Tokyo Metropolis through Multi-combinatorial
Systematization of Patch, Arterial and Interstitial Space:
The Spatial Chronology of Patchwork City
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When exceptions are frequent, they become rules. Tokyo is full of exceptions. Tokyo is an anti-city. This thesis
analyses splintering urbanity with focus on Tokyo as a patchwork city of multiple collages.

The main aim of the thesis is to understand urban life world of Tokyo through analysis of past, present and future
to identify new values and concepts of urbanity in Asia and Japan.

This thesis is also aimed to define the following points; 1) to add to the existing knowledge of urban life world of
Tokyo. With the changing world politics and history, new ways of understanding the cities are also important, 2)
New ideas to interpret planning, design and management, as we search for the future of Asian cities. Population
decline, compact cities and urban shrinkage are the main challenges which are required to be considered. 3)
Interpreting future through multiple layers of meanings and associations to find the comprehensive solutions. 4)
To propose a manifesto to guide future development through by philosophy of ‘culture of congestion’ and
patchwork where city is conducive to all kind of forces, flows which connects ‘islands’ generating the landscape
of multiplicity. Future cites of Asia will continue to grow on their historical background of patchwork of past,
present and future.

The thesis is composed of 5 chapters, and the content and the result in each chapter is summarized as follows.
The first section opens up the discussion on critical appraisal of urban design in Japan with analysis of past
projects in architecture and city planning. Also it takes a look at urban planning exercise initiated by Japanese city
planning authorities in past and recent present. It brings out some critical facts about Japanese urbanity such as
impermanence, patchwork as a method to deal with design. This chapter review the views expressed by Japanese
as well as western authors on Japanese cities. The study of Tokyo shows adoptability principle of the city which
adjusted to almost all kinds of changes brought by human and forces of nature. These processes are increaSingly
demanding the inclusion of aesthetics of ‘fragmentation’ in urbanism. Tokyo evolved into a great heteropolis.
Section summarizes a picture of the Japanese sense of urbanity.

Second section focuses on Asian spirit of urban design which is characterized by chaos, multiplicity, imperma-
nence, connectivity, content and congestion. Section 2 establishes key findings as where the urban design took
direction in earlier Japan. With the impact of geography as a determinant of urban form, new urban pattern was
established which was result of both spiritual and natural notions. Edo’ s urban structure based on natural elements
gave a new identity to urban life. The chapter finally summarizes on some of the characteristics of Asian spirit of
urban design as 1) autonomy of patches and individuality as identity, attention to fragments rather than whole 2)
piecemeal approach to the development rather than continuous.

Section 3 highlights the importance of this research as a quest for new approaches to urban design. This section
briefly introduces urban design of cities in Japan in with focus Tokyo city. Analyzing Tokyo chronologically
through various periods of 1) Edo era, 2) earthquake of 1923, 3) Meiji era, and 4) Modern period gives us impres-
sion as how these stages marked a great change in approach towards urban planning. Section 3 summarizes the
. very individualistic urban design tools.

Section 4 builds the case for necessity of urban modeling of Tokyo, especially for the systematization of its urban
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components. The modeling will also pave way for addressing the future issues of shrinkage, compactness, and
sustainability in Asian cities. Section 4 concludes that, 1) cities with diversity and extreme mix of activities are
the only ones which will survive in future, 2) Tokyo' s adoptability will depend on how it reinvents its urban
components 3) Patch becomes important element to deal with the future challenges.

Section 5 and 6 explains the organization of the text in the background of current scenario of urban design research.
Patchwork is identified as important urban design tool which is not only critical for Tokyo but also is a product of
current urban crisis through which postmodern metropolis is going. These sections also lay out future possibilities
and extension of study; 1) patchwork as a universal urban design tool to intervene in future cities 2) systematization
of urban design elements for the better management of cities.

Chapter 1 of the report introduces various definitions of city in Japanese context and then contextualizing Tokyo
into these definitions. Comparing with the other city models throughout the history, the main models which
are considered for analysis are ‘city as metaphor’ and city as a garden. Both of these concepts explain the
nature of impermanence and flexibility as principles of Japanese cities. There are four models dominating the
‘urbanscape’ of Tokyo since its inception; 1) Edo era (the the city of faith and ecological city) 3) Meiji era (the
city as showcase) and 4) metabolism movement (the city as machine). Chapter also brings out two main criteria:
1) Tokyo is composed many cities and patches which constitutes the field in continuous instability. 2) All of the
above mentioned models surface their characteristics simultaneously in Tokyo.

Chapter 2 throws further light on Urbanism of Tokyo which is distinctive and result of complex urban life world of
Japan. During the postwar era, master plan changed its policies, and Tokyo acquired the shape of polycentric city
where multiple landscapes were connected with networks of trains. Tokyo' s urbanism took a turn where parts
gained autonomy of activities, creating multiple ‘patches’ . Meiji era epitomized the import of foreign ideas
which shaped Tokyo into architectural showcase. In the modern era, the metabolism movement re-strengthened
the idea of ‘city as infrastructure’ . This can be seen as the first step towards classifying urban elements in
their individualistic roles in Tokyo. Chapter summarizes; 1) Tokyo acquired collage city status through various
periods of time because its expansion was not continuous but rather ruptured and mediated by disasters like war
and earthquake 2) Tokyo focused its further development on programmatic urbanism appealing to both global and
local scale 3) assemblage and patchwork connected with arterials of trains generated a collage city of splinters.
Chapter 3 systematizes the elements of urban design in Tokyo city. This chapter details out the component of those
models. This systematization will help us to unearth the structure of Tokyo. The three identified elements are; 1)
patch 2) arterial and 3) interstitial space. Chapter 3 states detailed definition of all these components the kinds of
combinations they create to form an urbanscape of Tokyo and also identifies the ‘codes’ of the elements and they
way they behave in an urban system of Tokyo. Finally chapter 3 highlights three features of combinatory system
1) patch is a multidimensional element with diverse uses 2) arterials throughout history of Tokyo city changed
city’ s structure from ‘water city’ to ‘netcity’ 3) Interstitial spaces generating out of combination of arterials,
patch and geographical feature are characteristic spaces of Tokyo.

Chapter 4 starts on the foundation of urban models and combinatory elements identified in previous chapter. To
bring out the importance of all elements and fragmented landscape of Tokyo into realm of understanding, the
philosophical concept of ‘fold’ is been used. There can be fold in urban space too, with the patchwork lacking
any absolute center and collision in its patches, events are frequent and are folded in each other to make city.
Tokyo is a patchwork city of events, folded together. Chapter 4 summarizes again four basic kinds of folds in
Tokyo city as follows: 1) the city of faith (fold of spirituality) 2 the city as power (fold of empire) 3) the ecological
city (fold of geography) 4) the city as process (fold of metabolism). This chapter in the end enlists combinations
of various folds within urbanscape of Tokyo to find out hidden codes of urban order.

Chapter 5 in the end propose a manifesto for the future development of Tokyo with some major direction of that
of 1) "Multi-habitat” , means environment which is plugged in a spatial mixed land use, and accompanied with
diversified living styles of residents with more intensive patchwork. 2) To search the alternative urban from in the
age of shrinking, Japan has to look into its own cultural roots. Patchworks with its inherent ability will negotiate
between various uses and landscapes. 3) In the background of expanding Asian cities, the collective form of patch
can address compactness in a more versatile nature.

Conclusion:

Cities are escaping from definitive forms which master plan tries to impose. The research found out that Tokyo
will continue to adjust its ‘locations’ in space and time. Its status as global city is further enhanced by its ability
to respond to recent phenomenon of shrinkage. The city will find its solutions in its history, its multiple cities of
ecology, power, machine and faith will give it a much needed diversity to exist in future and acquire a new identity
which is based on patch dynamics combined with multi-scale networks of movements.
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