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Cultural heritage is an evolving social concept, charged with dynamism, complexity
and multiplicity as primary intrinsic features. Sustainable development is the dominant
development paradigm of our time. How do these concepts relate to each other? How can
they be drawn together in a common theoretical framework and further in practice?

In the field of heritage, multiplying recent initiatives indicate of the essential need
and general trend of linking and integrating Cultural Heritage (CH) within Sustainable
Development (SD). However, no antecedent attempts have been made to study the
integration of both. The lack-of progress can be blamed upon the continuing absence of
research into a feasible mechanics of integration on a conceptual level. Even though the
debate has attracted scholars and specialists from many disciplines and fields, the
research of the suggested relationship is still in its infancy, in need of both theoretical
strength and wider empiric support. In particular, there is insufficient multidisciplinary
research that takes a holistic and integrative view, and systematically studies their
relationship.

The current study ﬁllé this obvious knowledge void at a conceptual
theoretical-analytical level, simultaneously addressing the strong calls made by
theoreticians for strengthening the disciplinary presence of Heritage Studies and also
those by practitioners toward widening the persistent narrow conceptual apparatus in
heritage with broader categories (i.e. value, resource, capital) that absorb better
sustainability issues and provide much stronger arguments in favour of heritage,
conservation and sustainable development. However, the objective of the present
research remains within theoretical boundaries, aiming to explore in width the complex
multidimensional relationship between cultural heritage and sustainable development,
describe it more fully and further develop the concept of cultural heritage towards the
context, theory and framework of sustainable development. The latter is deemed most

necessary for providing updated adequate theoretization of the heritage concept and
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elaborating an agreed framework of reference and research that will further allow for
joint-up thinking and joint-up working; new multidisciplinary vocabulary, skills and
concerns; and upgraded analytical apparatus. The study argues that the context and
framework of SD can serve as the ultimate means to aid and guide this necessary
process.

To answer the lack of comprehensive and systematic interdisciplinary knowledge
linking the two so far independent notions, the study provides the rationale for, and
then challenges the upgrade and integration of their conceptual base by means of an
interpretative synthesis. The latter builds upon identified common principles and goals,
new perspectives from relevant multidisciplinary fields, and hybrid concepts that
innovatively address them in a holistic manner. The here prescribed trans-disciplinary,
integrative approach is deemed necessary to set the foundations of a unified conceptual
framework and thus enhance the practical value of the prior detrimentally dispersed
and fragmented research in both fields.

The study argues that a synergic relationship can be developed between cultural
heritage and sustainable development. The concept of sustainable development can
beneficially influence the sustainable use and development of cultural heritage, which
can be illustrated by the current approach of incorporating sustainability principles in
heritage management. On the other hand, cultural heritage can contribute for the

-achievement of better balance and symbiosis between all dimensions of sustainable
development and its multiple objectives — social, cultural, economic and environmental.
Although traditionally the preservation of cultural heritage was for long deprived of any
social meaning and was largely an objective in itself, now quite reversely it is re-defined
as “essential tool for making concrete the global objective of sustainable development of
society, at the economic, social and environmental level”. Being totally compatible with
the long-term perspectives of sustainable development, cultural heritage is recognized
as an essential cultural, social, economic and environmental asset that can contribute to
the sustainable functioning of the three interrelated systems - Nature, Society and
Economy. Thus, except as an integral constituent, and thus indicator of sustainable
development, cultural heritage is further identified as a valuable means, a resource and
a catalyst towards sustainable development.

The study develops the value-resource-capital (V-R-C) conceptual construct, which is
cross-disciplinarily ‘consilient’ and insightful, and advocates it as an integrative unit to
be incorporated in the construction of a common conceptual framework for cultural

heritage and sustainable development.
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