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Al-Jazeera and NHK’s covarage of
the 2003 U.S./U.K.-Iraq War:
A Content Analysis—Based Comparative Study
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This thesis shall present and contrast two basically conversing media ways of treating the Arab
world, the western way which shall be basically a reviewing glimpse into BBC, Fox News, and
CNN’s coverage of the war in concern, and the Eastern way concerns Al-Jazeera and NHK’s
coverage of the same war. Being motivated by the increasing dialectical debates on the changing
nature and mission of journalism in the world following the 9.11 attacks, it accordingly sets out
for the first time to carry out an academic comparative study of Al-Jazeera and probably the
hugest and the “freest” TV network in the world, NHK. This undertaking constitutes a later stage
in the thesis in terms of chaptering. As the Arab and Japanese media systems have rarely ever
been studied in comparative media studies, the present thesis deems it compulsory to devote
enough space and attention to the developmental and functional backgrounds of the two
experiences. '

Now, why the choice to embark on a comparative study of the Arab and Japanese media? And
why the choice of Al-Jazeera and NHK as the two channels to substantiate one’s focus on the two
media systems? And why carrying out a comparative study of the two TV services’ coverage of the
2003 war on Iraq and not another type of international affair?

With regard to the first question, the choice to compare Arab an d Japanese media is motivated
by the argument that comparative media studies are internationally acknowledged to be a key
trend that helps rejuvenate the field of media and communication both in theory and practice thru
extending rigorous investigation to broadcasting systems as different as NHK and Al-Jazeera
rather than limiting research to media within a certain national territory. The present research
believes deeply in the necessity to multiply and diversify work on transnational media and
communication. Such work constitutes good potential for advancing more adequately balanced,
fairly comprehensive, and fairly inclusive strategies of communication within and between
societies irrespective of the limitations of their ethnic, cultural, or religious make-up.

As for the choice of Al-Jazeera and NHK, it is based on the status of the two channels. -Both of
these are leading broadcasters in the Arab world and Japan respectively. Al-Jazeera has managed
to acquire increasing popularity in all Arab countries as well as in the rest of the world thanks to
its criticisms of most Arab regimes and scooping giant media like CNN during the American wars
on Afghanistan and Iraq. NHK, on the other hand, has managed to function as a dominant and
trusted source of.political information in Japan before and after the emergence of somewhat
governmentally cynical commercial TV news channels like ANN. Taking into account such
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statuses of the two mediums with their inviting differences, it is deemed highly significant to
study these differences. What are these differences? How are they manifested? How do they
present different reporting views of one issue while each of the two channel claims itself
independent, neutral, and objective? These are but few questions answers for which promise an
interesting outcome. )

It might seem at the first look that there is nothing to compare between such channels as
Al-Jazeera and NHK. However, on the deep-structure level, the two stations share some
important common points especially in terms of their editorial position towards the American
move into Irag. The content analysis of their coverage of the 2003 U.S./U.K.-Iraq War done so far
within the framework of this study supports the hypothesis that both stations displayed at
different degrees a pro-American favorableness. This bespeaks the presence of a “similar” bias in
Al-Jazeera and NHK ‘s treatment of the state-actors involved in the war. That content analysis
once fully carried out shall reveal more evidence why the comparison of is worthwhile.

The issue of war makes the choice to compare such Arab and Japanese media as Al-Jazeera and
NHK more interesting. Why the war on Iraq? This war did mark the start of this new century
world leading power(s) claim(s) it as the century of peace and prosperity. Official statistics
declared the U.S. in this war on Iraq to have sacrificed two hundred billion dollars and caused the
death of a large number of its soldiers, let alone the human and material losses the Iraqis suffered
(Al-Jazeera, November 9, 2004). Worse, this war created political schisms between several world
powers within the so-called West. The French-German opposition to the American-British pro-war
policies is still not healed. Besides, the war on Iraq reasserted the continuity of the pro-American
policy of other countries like Blair Britain, Aznar Spain, and Koizumi Japan in defiance of a large
anti-war public in each of these nation states.

The war on Iraq created more political, economic, and social anarchy in the country, empowered
some of its neighboring regimes, and heightened the so-called terrorist threat rather solved it. It
made the world more at conflict than at peace with itself. What counts here is how Al-Jazeera and
NHZK did report this war which has engendered such effects.

Based on what has been said so far, the present study, to conclude, content analyzes Al-Jazeera
and NHK Coverage of the 2003 U.S./U.K.-Iraq War to compare the two stations and investigate
their relationships to the influential governments and militaries involved in this war to work out
how their coverage was affected by such a relationship. This study, being the first in its kind, is
therefore intended to further research on global news media and international events, as
demonstrated in the whole text of the thesis presently submitted.
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