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Municipal solid waste management problem is one of the environmental
problems faced by cities in the developing countries as well as in advanced
countries. Especially, municipal solid waste disposél sites in the developing
countries are mainly operated as open dumping or controlled tipping. Such action
is causing a major environmental pollution issue and public nuisances. Therefore,
the opposition of residents to siting any new solid waste disposal facility results
throughout the world. Thus, the primary focuses of this research was on the
attitude of residents toward solid waste disposal site and its facilities primarily the
solid waste disposal site ‘and attitude of residents toward recycling activity in
Bangkok as a representative of Developing Countries in Southeast Asia Region
where these common problems occur.

The questionnaires were carried out in the surrounded areas of the disposal
sites called Nong Khaem located in Nong Khaem district. The case study
communities were located around this site. Questionnaires were distributed to
respondents as divided into 3 groups by distance from the site. These were within 1
km. from the site, between 1 and 2 km. from the site, and more than 2 km. from the
site. Likert method was implemented to measure attitudes of residents. Standard
rating scales of this method were ranked from 1to 5. The other questionnaire was
carried out to investigate the public consciousness on recycling activity.

Total nuisance usually decreased with increasing distance from the site. The

findings from the acquired questionnaires also indicated this similar trend except
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for some disturbance factors. This study found out that the people living in
between 1 to 2 km. far from the site should be given more attention to some
considerable factors like infestation pAroblem ‘caused by rodents and insects,
degradation of public facilities and bad odor. Respondents in this group indicated
high scores as same as group 1 residents to these factors and these were
corresponding to the way residents stated the importance of air pollution control,
water pollution control, flood control, and eliminating of odor measures. From the
study, the needs of residents who sustain losses reflect the residents thinking and
their strﬁggles. Most of residents pointed out that they preferred more green or
recreation areas, windbreak zone, and public relations and promotions. The
findings from this study indicated that distance is only one variable affecting the
attitudes of residents towards siting. Because the attitudes and opinions of residents
are influenced not only by actual perception of nuisance, but also by factors such as
attitude towards the source of nuisance, fear of health risk, general sensitivity and
other personal characteristics. )

From the questionnaire concerning attitude of residents toward recycling
activity showed that over 80% of respondents paid attention to recycling activity
and preferred to be facilitated with facilities for waste recycling such as waste
containers and the site of drop-off stations. Therefore, personal costs and
convenience influence action of residents. The findings indicated that the simpler
separating system would be best for the Bangkok residents at the first place as to
implement systematic recycling system into practice. Because the results showed
that mixed wastepaper, mixed plastic waste and mixed can and bottle separation
system would be best for local residents to do separation. However, -this do not
mean that there is no need for having sanitary landfill, composting and
incineration plant any longer. On the contrary, these technologies have to be laid
equal stress on other approaches as well. Therefore, these basic techniques are
considered feasible for the disposal of municipal waste besides solid waste
minimization approaches. Regulation and enforcement of environmental law and
other relevant ones are also important function if the solid waste policies will be
carried out not only in the case of Bangkok but also in other developing countries

where these common waste problems exist.
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